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Breaking Up Division

A. �Division, or dividing, is breaking something into smaller parts.

You have four cookies as a snack and your friend doesn’t have any. You could divide your cookies 
so that you each get two.

Have you ever taken one thing and broken it into smaller parts? Maybe you had to share a snack 
with a brother or sister. Breaking things into parts is dividing. Not only do you use division in math, 
but lots of everyday ways too. Here’s a chance to find out what it’s all about! 

If you had a bag of 20 cookies and 10 friends, you could divide the cookies so that everyone had two.

4 2 2 =24
2

20 ÷ 10 = 2   

=÷

= or÷

=220
10

4 cookies 2 people 2 cookies per person



FamilyLiteracyFirst.ca 2

How would you divide the bag of 20 cookies if you had 5 friends? 

Try drawing and writing it out below.

Can you think of a time when you have used division in your life? What were you dividing up?

You might have money that you need to share between friends. You might have a recipe that tells 
you to divide an ingredient into groups. You could have a lot of people to put onto teams for a 
basketball tournament. 

Division is a mighty tool in your math toolkit!
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B. Give division a try.

Get some small items: buttons, beads, dry pasta, or cereal ‘o’s work great. You can also cut out 
and use the counters from the next page. Using your items, see how many different sized groups 
you can make. Sometimes you might have some left over. That’s okay. Use the table below to 
record what you find. 

New to division? Try using 10 items.

Division learner? Try using 20 items.

Division expert? Try using 30 or even 40 items.

Total number of items Number of groups Number of items 
in each group

How many were left 
over?
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