
Module 16: Friendship bracelets

Activity Book

Welcome to Family Literacy First, a program created to bring together 
parents and children to have fun while learning as a family.  Developed by 
ABC Life Literacy Canada with the understanding that parents are a child’s 
first and most important teachers, each module takes the entire family on 
an exciting journey of learning. 

This Numbers & Cents module introduces family financial literacy with 
activities for the whole family to enjoy together.

FamilyLiteracyFirst.ca
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Friendship bracelets
It was Sunday evening and Ji-Hoon was bored at home. He had already  
taken his dog, Billie, out for a walk, cleaned his room, and done all of his  
homework. None of his favorite TV shows were on. He didn’t know what to do.

Then he remembered a present he had received at the community center holiday party last 
year. It was a craft kit. But where was it?

“Billie, I know it’s here somewhere,” said Ji-Hoon. He looked in his closet and under his bed. 
“Aha, I found it!” exclaimed Ji-Hoon. 

“I think I’ll make a friendship bracelet for Jamierain. I’ll give it to her at school tomorrow. 
What do you think, Billie? Is that a good idea?” asked Ji-Hoon.

“Woof! Woof!” barked Billie. 

 Ji-Hoon sat on the floor in his 
living room and created the most 
beautiful bracelet for Jamierain. 
It had all the colours of the 
rainbow and the letter “J” for 
Jamierain. 

 Ji-Hoon was very happy with his 
work, so he showed his auntie. 
“Auntie! Auntie! Look at the 
bracelet I made for Jameirain. 
Isn’t it nice? Do you think she will 
like it?” asked Ji-Hoon.

“Oh Ji-Hoon, this is lovely! I’m 
sure she will love it,” said Ji-Hoon’s auntie. “Don’t forget to show your mom when she gets 
home from work.” 

“I will. C’mon Billie, let’s go for another walk,” said Ji-Hoon. 

Story
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The next morning, Ji-Hoon woke up bright and early. He couldn’t wait to get to school and 
show Jamierain the bracelet he had made for her. 

“Auntie, let’s go, I’m ready!” yelled Ji-Hoon 

“I’m coming, I’m coming!” his auntie yelled back. 

 As Ji-Hoon and his auntie approached the school, he saw Jamierain and some other kids 
playing in the sandbox. 

“Jamierain! Jamierain! I have something for you!” called Ji-Hoon. He ran towards her and the 
other kids, holding the bracelet in his hand.

“This is for you. I made it last night. Do you like it?” asked Ji-Hoon

 “Thank you, Ji-Hoon! I love it! It’s soooooo colourful!” Jamierian said, giving him a huge smile. 

All 10 children on the playground asked Ji-Hoon to make them friendship bracelets too. They 
offered to pay him 75 cents each. 

Ji-Hoon was excited to make bracelets for all of his friends. He was even more excited about 
the money he was going to make. He couldn’t wait to tell his auntie. 

When he got home from school, Ji-Hoon told his auntie about the bracelets. “That’s great, 
Ji-Hoon,” said his aunt. “If you save up the money you make from the bracelets, you can sign 
up for in the school’s pizza lunch at the end of the month.”

“Or, if you add up all of your pocket money from your chores, your birthday money from 
your grandparents, and the money you make from the bracelets, you might be able to 
afford the scooter you want from the thrift store,” Ji-Hoon’s mom said.
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Ji-Hoon’s aunt helped him lay out all of the supplies he needed to make 10 bracelets. “We 
are going to need a lot of patience, Auntie!” Ji-Hoon said. “You’re right about that!” his auntie 
laughed. 

All evening, Ji-Hoon and his auntie sat in the living room, making bracelets for Ji-Hoon’s 
friends at school. “This is hard work, Billie,” said Ji-Hoon. 

By the end of the night, Ji-Hoon had made all 10 bracelets. “I can definitely buy the scooter 
now, Billie,” he said happily. Ji-Hoon cleaned up the living room and went to bed.

At school the next day, Ji-Hoon’s friends all gathered together and waited for him to arrive. 
They were all excited to see the bracelets he had made them. 

One by one, the friends received their bracelets and paid Ji-Hoon 75 cents each. Everyone 
was happy with the bracelets Ji-Hoon created. The kids on the playground talked about the 
bracelets all day. 

Ji-Hoon went home after school and counted his money with his mom and auntie. 

“I made 10 bracelets and I sold all of them for 75 cents each. That means I made 10 times 
75 cents or 750 cents. That’s $7.50, right Mom?” asked Ji-Hoon. 

“Yes Ji-Hoon, you earned $7.50 . You also have $15 from papa and nana and another $5.50 
from doing your chores,” said Ji-Hoon’s mom. 

“So, I have $7.50 + $15 + $5.50,” Ji-Hoon said. He got his calculator to add up the amounts. 
“That’s a total of $28.00!” Ji-Hoon said excitedly. Billie barked. She was excited too. 

$19.99 + tax

$5.00
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Ji-Hoon stopped for a moment, thinking. “Do I have enough for the scooter and to pay for 
my pizza lunch next week?” he asked.

“Well, Ji-Hoon, the scooter costs $19.99 plus sales tax, and your pizza lunch costs $5,” said 
Ji-Hoon’s mom.  

Ji-Hoon went back to his calculator. He figured out that the scooter would cost $22.39, 
including tax. 

“I have $28, so I now have to subtract the cost of the scooter to see if I have enough money 
for my pizza lunch. $28 – $22.39 = $5.61,” said Ji-Hoon as he punched the numbers into his 
calculator. “Wooohoooo!” he yelled. “I have enough money for the scooter and my pizza 
lunch!” He ran across the room to give his mom and auntie big hugs.

“Wow, Ji-Hoon! You did an excellent job of making extra money by selling your bracelets and 
saving up your pocket money and birthday money,” said his mom. 

“Hard work pays off, doesn’t it?” asked his auntie. 

 “Yes, it does, Auntie, and thank you, Mommy,” said Ji-Hoon. “Is it too late to go to the store 
to buy the scooter?”

“Lucky for you, the store is still open. Let’s go get you that scooter!” said his mom. 

All three of them walked to the thrift store, where Ji-Hoon used his own money to buy the 
scooter.

Bracelets

Scooter with tax

Papa and Nana $15.00

$7.50

$19.99 x 0.12 = $22.39

Chores $5.50
$28.00

+

+

=

28.00
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Afford: To have enough money to pay for something. 

Chore: A small job to do around the house, like cleaning the dishes or mowing the lawn.

Cost: How much money you need to buy something. 

Earn: To get something because you worked hard for it. 

Money: Things like coins and bills that are used to pay for things, or to pay someone 
for their work.

Pocket money: Small amounts of money as a reward for doing small jobs. 

Save: To put money away to use it in the future.

Subtract: To take away an amount from a total. 

Tax: An amount of money you have to pay to the government so that it can pay 
for things like schools and roads.

Glossary: Definitions of story words

The pieces of a story that come together to make it complete. 
Story elements include characters, setting, and plot.

The people or animals in the story.

The problem in the story that needs to be solved or fixed.

What happens in the story.

Where and when the story takes place.

The story’s main idea.

Elements of a story:�

Characters:

Conflict:

Plot:

Setting:

Theme: 

Elements of a Story
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Calculating tax
In the story Ji-Hoon used math to find out the total cost of the 

scooter including the sales tax. Ji-Hoon used his calculator to 

help him. You might want to use one too. 

Let’s break down how he did it.

The price of the scooter was $19.99 + tax.

Tax in British Columbia is 12%, but different provinces have 

different percents. To do the math we’ll multiply the cost of 

the scooter by the percentage of tax. It’s easier if you write 

12% as a decimal: 0.12.

cost of the scooter

cost of the scooter

amount of tax on the scooter

total cost of scooter

(12%)

amount of tax

$19.99

$19.99

X 0.12

+ $2.40

$2.40

$22.39

12% of $19.99 is $2.40. That’s the amount of tax on the scooter.

Second, Ji-Hoon added the tax to the cost of the scooter:

The total cost of the scooter, including the tax, is $22.39.

Can you calculate how much Ji-Hoon’s scooter would have cost if he had to pay 5%, 13%, or 15% tax 
instead? Remember that it helps to change to write the percent as a decimal before you multiply.

Not ready to work with percents? Try counting backwards instead. Start with $20 and count back 
until you reach $0. If you want an extra challenge, try counting backwards by 5 too. 

Take it further

$19.99

Activity 1
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A. �Take a look at the story below. Some words are missing.

Can you fit the right word into each sentence?

Denise wants to use her own _________________________ to buy a  

new toy. She _________________________ $15 by selling cookies with her 

brother. They made $30 selling them to neighbours. The toy Denise  

wants to buy ______________________$20. She can’t ______________________ 

it! But Denise isn’t worried. She will ____________________________ her  

money until she has enough to buy the toy.

Here’s a hint: use each 
word is only used once.

afford

costs

earned

money

save

Fun with money words
Activity 2
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B. �Remember the key words from our story? They were: Afford, Save, Cost, Earn, and Money.

Can you use these words in a sentence? Think of fun and creative ways to use these words in your own 
sentences. 

Save:

Money:

Afford:

Cost:

Earn:
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Brainstorm 
Activity 3

Ji-Hoon used his craft kit to make money. That’s a good way to earn money so he 
can afford to buy things. 

What are some other ideas to earn money with items you already have in your 
home? Use this map of Ji-Hoon’s house to think of some ideas! 
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Earn money! Draw a map of the inside and outside of your home. Can you come up with ways 
you can earn money using things that are already inside or outside of your home?

Take it further

What ideas do you see on this map? Write them down here:

Any other ideas? Write them down in this space:
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Counting money
Activity 4

Ji-Hoon wanted to earn more money for a helmet to match his 

scooter. He decided a lemonade stand was the best option. Can you 

help Ji-Hoon figure out how much money he needs for his lemonade 

stand?

Note: some of the questions are more difficult than others. Do only 

the ones that feel right for your family.

Ji-Hoon’s mom spent $4 at the grocery store on lemons for Ji-Hoon’s 

lemonade stand. Ji-Hoon’s mom paid for the lemons at the grocery 

store with a $10 bill. How much change did the cashier give back to 

Ji-Hoon’s mom? 

Ji Hoon’s aunt paid for sugar at the grocery store. 
The sugar cost $2. In her wallet she had 1 toonie ($2), 
2 loonies ($1), 8 quarters (25¢), and 10 dimes (10¢). 
Circle the coins she could use to pay for the sugar. 
Can you find more than one way to pay?

At the thrift store, Ji-Hoon handed the cashier $25 
dollars. The price of the scooter was $22.39. How 
much change does the cashier owe  Ji-Hoon? 

Loonie Quarter DimeToonie

$19.99

$10

$25.00

- $4

- $22.39

=  $ 

= $


