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Module 4: Henry and the Giant Pandas

Welcome to Family Literacy First, a program created to bring
together parents and children to have fun while learning as a family.
Developed by ABC Life Literacy Canada with the understanding that
parents are a child's first and most important teacher, each Module
takes the entire family on an exciting journey to learning.
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Henry and the Giant Pandas

Henry's grandparents come by early in the morning to take him to
the zoo. Henry is excited. He brings his book of animals with him to
make sure he doesn't miss any of his favourites. “l want to see the
lions,” he says in the car. “Also, the tigers and the polar bears and
the kangaroos. What are you most excited for, Grandpa?”

“Hmm,"” says his grandfather. “The giant pandas.”

“Why do you care about the pandas?” asks Henry as they arrive at
the zoo and walk by the prairie dogs. “They don't roar like lions.
They don't snarl like tigers. They don't swim like polar bears, and
they don't hop like kangaroos.”

“Well,” says his grandfather, thinking about it. “They came from
China, just like your grandmother and me.”

“No way!” says Henry as they walk by the parrots.

“It's true,” says his grandmother. “From the same province, even.
Almost all the pandas in the world live there.”

“It's very special that there are pandas at this zoo,” says his
grandfather. “There aren't very many pandas even in the wild -
they're an endangered species. Having two pandas here is a great
gift. The giant panda is a national treasure.”

“That means pandas are very precious to the Chinese people,” his
grandmother explains. “They are a symbol of peace. I've never seen
a real panda before. They're what I'm most excited to see, too.”

Henry starts to slow down. He drags his feet. He stops looking at
the other animals. “I think I'm ready to go home,” he says. “Let's
skip the rest.”

“But Henry,” says his grandfather. “We haven't made it to any of
your favourite animals yet! Don't you want to see them?”
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“l do..."” says Henry. “But not the pandas.”
“Why not?” asks his grandmother.

“You have more in common with them than you do with
me,” says Henry. “I've never been to China. I'm not a national
treasure. What if you like the pandas more than you like me?”

“Henry!" say his grandparents together. “No way!"

“First,” says his grandmother, “it doesn't matter that you haven't
been to China. You know a lot about it already, and you have
years and years to learn more. You might even go there some
day.”

“Second,” says his grandfather, “guess what's a national
treasure, no matter what country you're in? Kids like you. You
and the pandas have that in common.”

“Third,” says his grandmother, “you're our grandson. You can
roar like a lion, growl like a tiger, swim like a polar bear and hop
like a kangaroo. And you're even rarer than the giant panda. We
like you best of all.”

“What do you think,” says his grandfather. “Should we see the
rest of the animals?”

Henry is quiet for a minute, but then he starts to smile. “OK.
Let's go.”

They stop by the lions. Then they see the tigers, the polar bears
and the kangaroos. Finally, they are in front of the giant pandas.
They watch the pandas eat bamboo, climb trees and curl up to
fall asleep.

When Henry gets back home, his parents want to hear all about
his day at the zoo. “Tell me about the lions and tigers!” says his
dad. “And about the polar bears and kangaroos!” says his mom.

“OK," says Henry. “But first, let me tell you what | learned about
giant pandas!”
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Glossary (Definitions of Story Words)
Bamboo: A giant woody grass, often Giant panda: A large bear-like mammal
as tall as a mature tree. with distinct black and
white markings.
Common: Alike or similar to
(“in common with"). Precious: Something of very high value.
Endangered species: A label for an animal or plant Province: Aterritory or area that is part

that means there are very

of a larger country.

few left in the world (there

are about 1600 giant pandas Zoo
left in the world).

: A place that maintains a collection
of animals, for both public

National treasure: A person, place or thing that enjoyment and scientific study.

is very valuable to a country,

and often represents the best

of that country.

Elements of a Story

Elements of a Story:

Character:
Conflict:
Plot:
Setting:

Theme:

The pieces of a story that come together to make it complete.
Story elements include character, setting and plot.

The people or animals in the story.

The problem in the story that needs to be addressed or fixed.
What happens in the story.

Where and when the story takes place.

A story's main idea.
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Count Yourself Lucky

Every culture has a need for numbers, but not all of us use the same
system. Romans used Roman Numerals like “VII” for 7 and “IX" for 9. If you
are unfamiliar with Chinese number characters, now is a great time to try
your hand at it.

First, go to the next page of this activity and start by practicing your
numbers. Once you feel more confident, try to answer the questions
below using both the numbers you are most familiar with and the Chinese
characters. Take turns writing the answers so that everyone gets a chance!

Answer the questions below in the language of your choice.

1. How many giant pandas are in this photo?

2. How many lions are in this photo?

3. How many kangaroos are in this photo?

4. How many polar bears are in this photo?

5. How many tigers are in this photo?

6. How many prairie dogs are in this photo?

Module 4: Henry and the Giant Pandas
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What You'll Need:

Activity sheet and
pencil for each
family.

Y,
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Take it Further:

Looking to count

in even more
languages? Go online
as a family and try
out some of the
following numeric
symbols: Bengali,
Ethiopic, Mongolian,
Thai and Urdu.
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Learning and Practice Page for Chinese Number Characters

Number/Figure Chinese Number First Try Second Try Third Try
Character
1 )
2 —
)
3 -
-
—
4 eA?)
s | A
¢
6 N
/)N
7 - E
8 /\
9 7U
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Trace Your Heritage

Where in the world is your family from? Often, we don't grow up in the
same town, or even the same country, as our parents and grandparents.
Let's practice geography by mapping out our heritage!

Where were you born? What You'll Need:

City/Town: Coloured pencils or
markers.

Country:

Have you lived in any other places? If so, where? Q

A

Where were your parents born?

Mom Dad
City/Town: City/Town:
Country: Country:

Have your parents lived in any other places? If so, where?

¥

Take it Further:

Can you go further back? What about your grandparents,

Now that you've
or great-grandparents? mapped out the
Relative: past, what about
the future? Pick a
Birthplace or hometown: different colour of
pencil and mark
Relative: down where you'd
like to visit or live. As
Birthplace or hometown: a family, discuss why

you picked those
Relative: places and what it
might be like to visit.
Go online to learn

Birthplace or hometown:

more about each
place. Did you learn
anything new?

Relative:

Birthplace or hometown:
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Can you find those places on the map? Pick a coloured pencil and colour in the country
(or countries!) that you listed on the previous page. Tip: use the Internet to help you!

Now let's look at Canada. Pick another coloured pencil and colour-in the province
(or provinces!) where your relatives live or once lived.

Module 4: Henry and the Giant Pandas FamilyLiteracyFirst.ca
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Make Your Own Country

You are the ruler of a tiny island country. Do some brainstorming to
describe your new land, and then tell your family what it's like to live there. E

Consider the following: What You'll Need:

1. What does the landscape look like? Blank paper for

each participant and

pencils or pens.

3. How many people live there? ﬁ @

4. What kinds of animals live there?

2. What's the weather like?

5. What are some of the most important rules?

6. What are your national treasures?

7. What's the average day like?

Now come up with the following:

Country name: National sport:

Flag: National flower/plant: @

Take it Further:

Draw a map of your

National animal:

new country!
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Origami Panda

Let's make pandas! Practice reading, following instructions and working together

by making an origami panda. Even better, make an entire family of pandas!

Step 1
Place the square of paper so the white side faces up
and a corner points at you. It will look like a diamond.

Step 2
Take the left corner of the paper and fold it
over to the right corner. Unfold it.

Step 3
Now take the top corner and fold it down
to the bottom corner. Unfold it.

Step 4
Take the top corner and fold it down
to the centre of the paper. Unfold it.

Step 5

Take the bottom corner and fold it up to the

centre of the paper. Unfold it. Now you have

three creases running along the paper: a top
crease, a middle crease and a bottom crease.

Step 6
Take the left and right corners, and fold them
to the centre. Now flip the paper over.

Step 7
Take the top corner and fold it
down to the top crease.

Step 8
Take the bottom corner and fold
it up to the bottom crease.

Step 9
Now take the whole top of the paper and fold it
so that the top lines up with the bottom crease.

Step 10
There's your panda! Use your crayon

or marker to give him or her a face.
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3N

A

FamilyLiteracyFirst.ca

Family
Literacy
First

™Y
®,
>

What You'll Need:
A square of paper

and a crayon or
marker for each

participant. ‘

¥

Take it Further:

Take a large sheet
of paper and draw
a home for your
origami pandas.
Glue the pandas
onto the scene.
Give them speech
bubbles or a
caption to explain
what's happening in
the picture.
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Why and Because

Our parents and grandparents often answer our questions. This activity
is to practice reading and writing while being pretty silly. What if the
questions and answers don't match?

Round One: Adult Wisdom
Get Ready:

1. Adults, we'll start with you. Take a slip of paper and write down a
statement that starts with “Because.” It can be as serious or silly as you
want! But shh, keep it a secret. Put all the “Because” slips together in one
pile, face down.

| 6Cw\¢usc... |

2. Next, get each child to write a question that starts with “Why” on a slip
of paper. It can be as serious or silly as you want! Put all the “Why" slips
together in one pile, face down. You should have one “Why" for every
“Because.” (Adults can help kids write their questions!)

| Wy |

Play:

All together, read a “Why" question. Now choose a “Because” answer at
random to read out. Does it make any sense?! Continue matching them
until you've gone through each slip of paper.

Round Two: Kid Wisdom
Get Ready:

1. Adults, this time you're writing the questions! But shh, remember to keep
them a secret. Put all the “Why" slips together in one pile, face down.

| Why... |

2. Kids, your turn to write answers! Get each child to write a statement
that starts with “Because” on a slip of paper. Put all the “Because” slips
together in one pile, face down. You should have one “Why" for every
“Because.” (Adults can help kids write their questions!)

[Becnnse.. |

Play:
All together, read a “Why" question. Now choose a “Because” answer
at random to read out. Does it make any sense?!
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What You'll Need:
Strips of paper

and pencil for each
family.

¥

Take it Further:

Take a look at the
questions that
everyone wrote. Are
there any questions
that no one in the
family can answer?
Go online or to your
local library to find
answers!
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