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A Trip to the Amusement Park
Martine jumped out of bed the minute she woke up. She was excited! Today  
her whole family was going to La Ronde, Montréal’s biggest amusement park. 
Martine looked forward to this trip every summer. 

She ran to the kitchen. Maman was on the phone, and she looked upset. Grann was moving 
food and condiments from the fridge into a cooler. Martine sat down next to her brother, 
Jérôme, who was eating his cereal and looking sad. 

“What’s going on?” Martine asked.

“No La Ronde,” Jérôme groaned.

Martine’s eyes filled with tears. “But why, Maman? You promised we would go.” 

“I’m sorry,” said Maman. “The fridge stopped working overnight. We’ll have to use the 
money we saved for our trip to fix it.”

Martine shook her head. “But why? Can’t you just use your bank card to pay for it?”

Maman poured Martine some cereal and sat her down at the table. “No, Martine. There 
won’t be enough money in the bank this month to fix the fridge and go to La Ronde. You 
eat your cereal, and I’ll try to explain.”

Story
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Maman picked up an empty bowl and placed it in the middle of the table. “Let’s talk about 
how bank accounts work. When Papa and I go to work, we earn money. This money goes 
into our bank account at the bank.” 

Maman picked up the box of cereal and poured some cereal into the bowl. “Pretend that 
this bowl is our bank account, and the cereal is the money Papa and I earn when we go to 
work. We usually work the same amount each month, so the same amount of money goes 
into our bank account. If we work a little more one month,” Maman poured a little more 
cereal into the bowl, “we’ll have a little more money that month.” 

“The bank doesn’t give us money. It just keeps our money safe for us. When we use our 
bank card to pay for things like groceries or get money from the bank machine to give to 
you for school trips, the money comes out of our bank account.” 

“If we spend all of the money in our bank account before the end of the month, then there 
won’t be enough money for things we need, like food. And there are lots of things we need 
to pay for every month: rent for our home, electricity, our phones, internet, gas for the car…
So many things!” As she spoke, Maman poured a little cereal out of the bowl until there was 
almost no cereal left in the bowl. “So, when an expensive surprise comes up, like the fridge 
breaking, it means that we can’t do some of the other things we planned.”
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“Like going to La Ronde, Maman?” asked Martine.

“Like to going to La Ronde,” answered Jérôme.  

Grann sat down at the table, “I have an idea! Let’s think about what we can all do to save 
some money, so that we can go to La Ronde before the end of the summer.”

“We could make a list!” said Martine excitedly as she gathered her pencil crayons and paper 
to make a list. 

“It will cost around $100 for our five tickets to the park,” said Maman. “We also need $25 for 
parking,” said Papa, “and about $75 to buy lunch.” 

“So, that’s $200 for everything,” said Jérôme. “We need to save $200.”

Maman had an idea: “If we pack our own lunch, that will save about $50. And we could take 
the metro to the park instead of driving. That will save $25 because we all already have 
metropasses.”

Jérôme figured out the math: $50 + $25 = $75. “Let’s see, $200 - $75 = $125. So it will still 
cost us $125 to go to La Ronde.”

“That’s still a lot,” said Martine. “What else can we do?”

Grann said, “I don’t have to go,” but Martine and Jérôme shouted: “Yes, you do! It has to be
the whole family!” 

“OK!” Grann laughed. 

Total cost to visit La Ronde

Ways to save money

More ways to save money

Work 5 days a week

5 tickets @ $20/each

Pack lunch instead of buying $50

Bring coffee from home $2 a day

Bring water to day camp 

instead of juice boxes $3 a week

$2 x 5 = $10 a week

Take metro instead of driving $25

Total cost to go to the park = $200

 $50 + $25 = $75

 $200 — $75 = $125 Total savings

Parking $25

$100

Buy lunch at park $75
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“If I bring coffee from home instead of buying one on my way to work, I can save almost $2 
a day,” said Papa.

“Let’s see,” said Jérôme, “You work 5 days a week, so $2 x 5 = $10. That’s $10 a week!“

“What can Jérôme and I do?” Martine wondered.

Jérôme said, “We always take juice boxes to day camp. What if we just take water in a bottle 
instead?”

“Good idea,” said Maman. “That will save about $3 a week.” 

Martine was excited. She knew they would be able to save enough money. 

“I bet we’ll find other ways to save, too,” said Papa as he looked over at their broken fridge. 
“Who wants to celebrate with ice cream? We have to eat it up before it melts!”

“We do!” shouted Martine and Jérôme.

Ways to save money

More ways to save money

Work 5 days a week

Pack lunch instead of buying $50

Bring coffee from home $2 a day

Bring water to day camp 

instead of juice boxes $3 a week

$2 x 5 = $10 a week

Take metro instead of driving $25

 $50 + $25 = $75

 $200 — $75 = $125 Total savings
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We all have expensive surprises sometimes, like a broken fridge. And sometimes our plans don’t 
work out the way we want them to, like Martine’s trip to La Ronde. 

What do you think? Talk about the questions below. 

Have you ever wanted something that didn’t go the way you planned? 

How did you feel when you had to change your plan?

Do you remember how Martine felt when she woke up at the beginning of the story? 

How did she feel when she found out she wasn’t going to the amusement park? 

What helped cheer her up?

What kinds of things does your family do to try to spend less money? 

Let’s talk about it
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Bank: 

Bank account: 

Bank card: 

Bank machine: 

Earn: 

A place that looks after people’s money for them and keeps it safe. 

A pot of money that belongs to a person and is kept at the bank. When you 
have a bank account, you can put money into it and take money out of it. 

A card that’s like a key to your bank account. You can use it to pay for things 
at the store or to get cash from a bank machine. When you use your bank 
card, the money comes directly out of your bank account. 

A machine or computer that’s sometimes called an ATM. You can put your 
bank card into a bank machine, enter a secret code, and take cash out 
of your bank account. You can find bank machines at your bank and in 
shopping centres. 

To make money for doing something. When you go to work, you earn money 
for the work you do. 

Glossary: Definitions of story words

The pieces of a story that come together to make it complete. 
Story elements include characters, setting, and plot.

The people or animals in the story.

The problem in the story that needs to be solved or fixed.

What happens in the story.

Where and when the story takes place.

The story’s main idea.

Elements of a story:�

Characters:

Conflict:

Plot:

Setting:

Theme: 

Elements of a Story




